
1 74 Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 44(3 ) September 1 987

Case 2593

Curculio assimilis PaykuU, 1792 (currently Ceutorhynchus assimilis;

Insecta, Coleoptera): proposed conservation of the specific name

Hans Silfverberg

Universitetets Zoologiska Museum, Entomologiska Avdelningen,

N. Jdrnsvdgsgatan 13, SF-00100, Helsingfors 10, Finland

Abstract. The purpose of this application is the conservation of the weevil name
Curculio assimilis Paykull, 1792, a junior homonym of Curculio assimilis Fabricius,

1775 (unused since 1840). The former has long been considered the type species of

Ceutorhynchus Germar, 1824 and the present author has requested in a previous

application that it be formally designated as such (see BZN36: 252-256).

1. Fabricius (1775, p. 134) described the species Curculio assimilis. The species was

then mentioned only occasionally, but not at all after 1840 (cf. Kuschel, 1970), except

by Zimsen (1964, p. 221) in her list of Fabrician types. Kuschel (1970, p. 194) gives the

name as a junior subjective synonym of Lasiorhynchites barbicornis (Fabricius, 1 775) in

the BRENTHIDAE.

2. Paykull (1792, p. 69) described another Curculio assimilis. This species was later

included in Ceutorhynchus Germar, 1824 (p. 214). It is well known and economically

important, and has for a long time been considered the type species of Ceutorhynchus.

References to the use of assimilis Paykull as a valid name, in addition to those listed by

Silfverberg (1980), are held in the office of the Secretariat.

3. Ceutorhynchus assimilis (Paykull) is a junior primary homonym and normally

should be replaced. However, such an action is definitely not in the interest of stabiHty,

and suppression of its unused senior homonym is now requested as an addition to the

proposals listed in BZN 36: 253-255 [note: a ruUng on that case has not yet been

made because of the present Curculio assimilis homonymy, which was not realised

previously].

4. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the name assimilis Fabricius, 1775, as

published in the binomen Curculio assimilis. for the purposes of both the

Principle of Priority and the Principle of Homonymy;

(2) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology

the name assimilis Fabricius, 1775, as published in the binomen Curculio

assimilis and as suppressed in (1) above.
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